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editorial notes 


Although Herr Schmidt, the Socia¬ 
list member of tlte Keiciisiag who has 
been sentenced by the Magdeburg court 
to three years' imprisonment, could have 
escaped by picad.ng immunity from ar¬ 
rest as a member of the Reichstag, he 
voluntarily relinquished his claim and 
stood his trial because Editor Muel.er 
of the Socialist Volkstinnue, innocently 
connected with tlie same offense, is now 
undergoing a four years’ sentence. The 
offense was lese majesty, in publishing 
a tale reflecting on the emperor and the 
princess. 

The election in Haverhill this fall 
promises to be a bitter one. The oppo¬ 
nents of the Social Democratic party 
are going to make a desperate attempt 
to wiench from us the ground we have 
gained, while the Social Democrats are 
determined not only to repeat former 
successe.s but also to make a new record 
which will estab.ish our permanency as 
a political power in this country, with¬ 
out the shadow of a doubt. With the 
proper aid .ind work two more represen¬ 
tatives and a senator can be sent from 
this district to keep comrades Carey 
and Scates company in the state house. 
A full ticket has been nominated and 
the campaign has already begun. 


MERLIN’S MIXTURE 

OF BRIGHT SAYINGS 


the manhood oak, perished with its 
breath. 


ONLY A DREAM, BUT 
IT TAUGHT A LESSON 


No true-hearted man can see a baby 
face peering out.of a window wlthonr 
being an unconscious Socialist. We see 
conditions getting worse with every suc- 
ceejing month. We know the chances 
of work and wealth are daily getting 
fewer, and the condition of the unem¬ 
ployed and the poor is constantly grow¬ 
ing worse. We know that poverty for 
the mass is inevitable as the result of in- 
dtistrial affairs. And yet, knowing this, 
and knowing that every baby face looks 
into a future of peril and poverty we 
make no attempt to change conditions, 
so that life ard liberty and love shall be 
assured to- all! 


SOCIAI^ISM AND HERO WORSHIP 


THE MARKET VALUE OF A CHILD 


fgnfoo’i Anulng Insolence—The Haverhill 
ileelien—S. L. P. Split in Massachu- 
Mtts —Chicago Capitalists Steal 
the Streets by 'Tunneling 


What the Doctor and the Preacher Said 
About Its Death—A Society of Felons— 
The Buzzards Survive While the 
Doves Perish 


An Attempt to Make Socialists by Wholesale 
Dismally Fails—Social Democrats Saw 
in It a Sign of the Times—But 
It Was a False Sign 


Moclftl DMiDoermt Oocc to Jail 

It is reported that Gov. Steunenberg, 
who had a hand in the Idaho "bull pen” 
outrage, is a union man and carries a 
onion card as a printer. But he isn’t the 
Srst “rat” to disgrace a governor’s of- 


If Liaeola Had Dl«d In IIU Cradle 

A little child near by died a few days 
ago. The event excited small comment. 
The parents were poor people, just 
barely able to keep out of the poorhouse. 
Hence there was no market value for 
sympathy, and the thrifty New England¬ 
ers saved their breath and kept on pick¬ 
ing cranberries. It was only a child, 
anyway, and one child more or less 
would not greatly disturb the equili¬ 
brium of a world. 


M. Wlncharak/ lo JKaw Vork Forward 

The Independent Labor Party in this 
city is a child of the S. L. P., born out 
of wedlock; and as a result tile mother 
refuses to recognize her offspring. 

Ordinary Socialists have always main¬ 
tained that union men, as men and work¬ 
ers, ought to take an interest in politics, 
but unions as such should never become 
political organizations; that every So¬ 
cialist sflould do everything in his power 
to enlighten all. union men and to get 
them to understand that unionism alone 
is inadequate as a means to bririg about 
the salvation ot the working class, but 
he should at the same time see to it that 
no union get wieckcd through po.iucal 
quarrels, and through political partisan- 
siiip; that while we preach to workmg- 
n.en our ideal and our tactics, we must 
explain to them that a union to be 
suung and efficacious must unite tvtlhin 
us ranks all or at least me i... 
the nicinbeis of the trade without inquir¬ 
ing wtietuer this one or the other ue a 
Socialist, an anaicliist, a rcpuulican or 
a ueinociat. 

Holding these views, the “ordinary 
Socia.ists” aioresaid have generally 
aoupted the good old British maxim: 
"Polities in unions, but no unions in 
politics.” 

Not so the S. L. P. 

That pai ty has always contended that 
unions, not individual union men, 
nund you, ought to go in for independ¬ 
ent political action, ought to become an 
independent political party, unles.s they 
go the whole hog and join the S. L. P. 

For a long time their teachings re¬ 
mained unheeded. 

Graduady a new spirit came over the 
organized industrial army of this city. A 
stiong desire for closing the ranks, for 
presenting a united front to the enemy 
lias maniiesied itself and at last culmi¬ 
nated in the amalgamation of me "So¬ 
cialist” Central Labor Federation with 
the long and much abused "Central La¬ 
bor Lnion.” 

After a while a strike broke out, one 
of those extraordinary strikes tliat set 
the toilers a-thmking. 

It was the trolley strike in Brooklyn. 
The men went out on strike to enforce a 
ten-hour labor day already enacted by 
the legislature but disregarded and set 
at naugln by the company. 

The men realized mat it is not enough 
to obtain a law in the interests of labor. 

They said: "We must become polit¬ 
ically a power, and take our destinies 
into our own hands.” 

Now had the unions, at their political 
awakening, found either a strong, united 
S. L. P. with a policy friendly towards 
organized labor, or eise tlie S. D. P. 
hi inly established in every part of the 
city, tlien they niiglit jiOsSibly have 
joined cither the one or the other. 

What tiiey in reality did hud was our 
own party organized in but a few dis¬ 
tricts, and the 8. L. P. broken up in two 
warring laciions with the police in front 
of them and tlie ambulance wagon be¬ 
hind, with fights inside and litigations in 
the courts. 

And so it happened that just as the 
labor organizations looked out for a 
helping hand Irom the Socialists, and 
appealed to Socialism to drag them out 
01 the mire, they seemed to hear the lat¬ 
ter say in the language of Sheridan as 
addressed to Ui^ drunkard in the gut¬ 
ter: 

“My-friend, I would gladly pick you 
up, but—hiccup—1 am half tipsy myself; 
all 1 can do for you is to lie down beside 
you.” 

It was then that the unions took the 
old exhortations of the S. L. P. to heart 
and formed an independent political par¬ 
ty. Both wings of the S. L. P. shrank 
in horror from it, the one loudly, the 
other meekly repudiating all relation¬ 
ship with the new- organization. 

• * * 

What was our attitude toward it? 

Well, in tlie first, place, we could not 
but see in the new party a "sign of the 
times.” 

As such it was welcomed by our na¬ 
tional organ. The Herald, by our local 
German Arbeiter-Zeitung, and by The 
Forward. 

Of course we did not .conceal from 
ourselves that we lacked the power to 
give the newcomer much assistance, but 
we decided to do all we could. We also 
felt, some of us very strongly, thdt the 
thing meant “unions in politics," but as 
wc could not possibly undo in a day the 
work of twenty-five years, we thought 
we would at least try to direct it into the 
proper channel 

And then we said to oarselves; 


Not all are passive. Some of us have 
realized the peril, and have determined 
to do our utmost to give every man and 
every woman and every child not only 
the chance, but the certainly of life. We 
have united in a political body, with defi¬ 
nite aims and strong determinations, 
and we have called it the Social Dem¬ 
ocratic party. Merlin. 


The only time when a modem, crook- 
the-knee-to-a-capitalist preacher refers 
10 the works of Thomas Carlyle is when 
be seeks to justify hero worship, as 
many of his class did last Sunday. One 
of them, a bishop, made the discovery 
that Cirlyle put hero worship!-—not God 
worshij>-^at the basis of all teligion. 

Standard oil tnist has just swallowed 
the Manhattan Oil Co., one of the few 
iup^c indepiendent competitors left, and 
the match trust has absorbed the big In¬ 
diana concern. The salt trust gobbled 
a large comptetitor in Pomeroy, O., and 
closed it. 'The printing press manufac- 
tnrers are forming a trust, and another 
dgar trust, with $15,000,000 capital, has 
been incoiporaled in New Jersey. 

Millerand, the Socialist Minister of 
Commerce of France, has succeeded in 
persuading his colleagues of the cabine*. 
to allow him to carry his Socialism into 
practical effect. An eig|ht hours day has 
been adopted in the government post¬ 
age stamp works. Should it prove satis- 
toory, the system may be extended to 
other government concerns, the match 
factories, for instance, and so on. 

A jjeace meeting to protest against 
British agpressions in the Transvaal, 
bfid in 'Trafalgar Square. London, was 
broken up by the bullies and patriots of 
London. The war spirit is well-nigh 
nniversal, however, and the fool mob 
everywhere is looking for the cockaded 
hero. But Dewey, smothered by a mul¬ 
titude of idiots, says the people certainly 
exaggerate his heroism. Dewey seems 
to be a very sensible man. 

For not understanding “where he was 
at” and “working at a caucus for the re- 
pnblicans,” a member of The branch at 
' Qiflsea, Mass., named MeSorley, has 
been suspiended. The action of the 
[■' branch is in perfect accord with the 
spirit and purpose of the organization 
^ and the action of the executive board at 
S the meeting held OHober 1, when the 
f' action of the Nevu York branchcs_^ to¬ 
ward the I. L. P. abortion was entirely 
and unreservedly disapproved. 

It will be gratifying news to many to 
. know that Eugene V. Debs is coming 
to Butte and that he will deliver a regu- 
hr lecture. The Silver Bow Trades and 
Labor Assembly has taken the matter 
np and will most likely have Mr. Debs 
l^ure under its supervision. The mat¬ 
ter has been left in the hands of a com¬ 
mittee consisting of Messrs. P. J. Keane, 

" F. J. Pelletier, P. J. Kcaney. E. F. Dob¬ 
son and M. J. Geiger.—^The Reveille, 
Butte, Mont 

On the “Jew Problem” in Harper’s 
Mark Twain says: “It exists, it con¬ 
tinues to spaikle, and is well taken care 
of. It is exhibit A in the church assets, 
and we pull it out every Sunday and 
five it an airing. But you are not per- 
■; mittrd to try to smugg'e it into this dis¬ 
cussion, where it is irrelevant and would 
not feel at home. It is strictly religious 
^ furniture, like an acolyte, or a contribu- 
j tion plate, or any of those tilings. It 
bas never been intruded into business; 
(y- and Jewish perseaition is not a religious 
f passion, it is a business passion." 

Russia is the first country in Europe 
j' to use the continuous air brake for its 
n Wght and military trains. Tliis order 
involves the equipment of .zoo.ooo cars, 
as well as a large number of locomotives, 

. C0.000 of which arc to be fitted with 
Vfextinghoiise air brakes and_ 240.000 
; with nir pipes and couplings inside of 
three vears. Tliis will place all the cars 
i under control of the air brakes, an im- 
l’- - provement over the American system of 
u mpking up trains of freight cars with 
T and without air brakes. 


The doctor said the child died a “na¬ 
tural death,” as the result of long-named 
infantile disorder; the preacher said it 
was ’’a baby bud plucked for the celes¬ 
tial bouquet, to adorn the palace of the 
King:” the neighbors said it was a 
"good tiling that the little one was out 
of all its pain and peril;” ] said, with 
more energy than grace, that it was "a 
darn shame!" 


A Slixture Remixed 

In last week’s Herald Comrade 
Reches stirs up a recent “Mixture” cf 
mine, and finds several lumps in it that 
he cannot masticate. I assert in reply 
that the ingredients of truth are there, 
though perhaps a little extra grinding 
is required. 

The definition given of Socialism as 
being "From every man according to 
his desire, and to every man according 
to his effort ” is a comoarative one, rath¬ 
er than technic?!. Tn either case, how¬ 
ever. it is scientifically correct. 

Socialism will not make labor coni- 
pnlsorv. except as a eondition to the 
possession of the fnn'ts of labor. It is a 
choice between death and laziness on 
one hand, and life and labor on the oth¬ 
er. The compulsion is a natural one, 
and not a lepal one. Then under Social¬ 
ism the worker will be rewarded accord¬ 
ing to his effort, his energy, his industry, 
except in cases of natural disability. For 
these special arrangement must be made, 
an arrangement founded more on justice 
than love, insofar as weakne.ss and dis¬ 
ability are social products and not in¬ 
dividual faults. 

Socialism is distinct from commun¬ 
ism. Justice is distinct from love. So¬ 
cialism is neither an "improved edition 
of the present system.” nor a .social con¬ 
dition of altniistic idealism. Socialism 
simply gives an equality of opportunity 
to all. 

In the very words that the comrade 
.so superficially criticises, "the rich would 
have to pay the prire of indiyidual labor. 
?pci the poor would be enabled to do so.” 
That is.-the idle rich of today would 
have to labor in order to deserve life, 
and the idle poor of today would be en¬ 
abled to labor in order to retain life. And 
as "labor would be imncraftvc and pos¬ 
sible to all.” equality would be a fact. 

So. Let us cease to. quibble over 
words. I^et us not judge a writer’s con¬ 
ception of economic tnith bv the clum¬ 
sy interpretation of a cumbrous phrase. 

Merlin. 


The Colniant of Norwich, England, 
well-known mustard manufacturers, 
have given notice of an old-age pension 
scheme for their working people. The 
proposal, says the London Clarion, is to 
give a pension of eight shillings per 
week at the age of 65 to all their em¬ 
ployes, who will be called upon to 
contribute two pence per week, im t .1 
two pence the company wid allow 3 per 
cent interest, and thus the pension fund 
will be raised. 

They arc a noble band of humanita¬ 
rians in "Mcrrie England,” aren't they? 
They will take two pennies a week from 
the people's wages and then pay them 
a pension after 65 years old! 


I knew that the child died because of 
industrial conditions, and not because 
of any divine will. It was a viHini of a 
social system of greed and selfishness, 
and not a hand-picked bud for an ethe¬ 
real nosegay. It died because its par¬ 
ents were not able to supply it with the 
necessary quantity and quality of food. 
It perished, like a crushed flower, be¬ 
cause its want-worried mother had given 
it a frail and imperfect body to start life 
with, and its exploited father had not 
been able to supply it with the things 
needed for the continuance of life. 


The unveiling of a statue to the hero 
King Victor Emmanuel at Turin, Sep¬ 
tember 23, attracted many people from 
every part of Italy to the oltl capital of 
Piedmont. The refusal to attend of the 
municipalities of Pavia and Alessandria 
gave rise to much comment, as Pavia is 
the most important city of Lombardy, 
after Milan, and AR-‘'^tidria holds the 
same position in Piedmont alter Turin. 
Both municipalities gave motives for 
their abstention, motives absolutely anti- 
dynastic. Milan would have assuredly 
joined in this protest if its socialistic cor¬ 
poration had not been suspended from 
its functions and a royal commissioner 
appointed to administer municipal af¬ 
fairs. and even in Turin a strong socia¬ 
listic minority of ih’ council disapproved 
of the monarchial display. It would thus 
apppear as if Socialists in Italy, as well 
as in Spain, were not allowed to take 
their seats after being elected. 


There was wrong somewhere. There 
was murder at sontebody’s door and the 
blood of the innocent on somebody’s 
hands. We cannot always shift the 
blame for human wrongdoing upon di¬ 
vine shoulders, and make out the evil act 
of a huinan being to be the will of a 
God. The death of that child, resulting 
as it did from industrial injustice and 
social selfishness, brands as felon every 
man who actively advocates the con¬ 
tinuance of our present system of indus¬ 
try. whereby mothers are incapacitated 
for bearing strong children, and fathers 
are prevented from properly supporting 
their families. 


The death rate among children is the 
saddest feature of our social life. Every 
new born babe lias but half a chance for 
the attainment of boyhood. We stick 
up signs in our private grounds or pub¬ 
lic parks to "Keep off the grass,” but 
we permit every devil of business to 
tramp roughshod over our children. Wc 
support fire departments for the protec¬ 
tion of our ash barrels and woodsheds, 
but we let the slow fire of poverty burn 
in the homes of our fellows, until only 
the bare walls remain, and the soul of 
happiness has fled. 


Poultney Bigelow, one of the dele¬ 
gates to the international geographical 
congress, now in session at Berlin, re¬ 
cently visited Kiao-CItou, Tlian-Tung, 
Qtina, on behalf of the American Geo¬ 
graphical Society, and there discovered 
an economic fact which the German 
press has hitherto ignored. Mr. Bige¬ 
low stated that the German government 
had put into practice at Kiao-Chou the 
land theory of Henry George, having 
ousted before the seizure all the Chinese 
land o\vners. The Germans now sell 
the use of the land to European settlers 
and business men with revaluation every 
three years. Prices are cheap, but the 
goveriinicnt will doubtless use the mon¬ 
ey thus obtained wisely. 

In order to put the George theory in¬ 
to operation the government "ousted” 
those in possession and this would al¬ 
ways be the result of putting the the¬ 
ory into practice; the fellows with the 
"long green” would seize the land— 
with the help of government. 


Trusts and Siiiull Capitalists 

The tools of production being social, 
they could only be operated by co-oper¬ 
ative labor. To destroy the trust would 
not mean that the laborers could be¬ 
come owners of the tools, but only that 
the instruments ot production could be 
owned by smaller cunibinatiuns of capi¬ 
tal. The laboring c<ass wouid still be 
dependent upon tue owners of the instru¬ 
ments of production. If tlie trust- 
smashing programme were carried out 
it would only result in enlarging the 
number of tliose who live at the expense 
of others.'^ Surely this would be of no 
benefit to the laborers. Is anyone so 
foolish to contend that labor is better off 
by increasing the number of exploiters? 
What the class-conscious laborers de¬ 
mand, then, is not the destruction of the 
trust, and so the preservation of the 
small capitalists, but the abolition of thp 
entire exploiting system and the turning 
of all parasites, large and small, into use¬ 
ful producers. We are not interested in 
the preservation of the absurd principle 
of industrial competition. That compe¬ 
tition is injurious is evident from the 
fact that it is being supplanted by the 
principle of combination. The principle 
of combination is sound and ought to 
be extended to the whole social order. 
ITie only safety in society, however, is 
in its adoption by the whole people. 
W’hen the tntst, which is the embali- 
ment of the principle combination, is so¬ 
cialized, then the evils which arise from 
private ownership will disappear, leav¬ 
ing only the benefits that re.sitlt from co¬ 
operation. The difference between the 
capitalist trust and public trust lies in 
the department of distribution and ca¬ 
pacity of the people to consume thrir 
product. Tlte capitalist trust is Social¬ 
ism for the benefit of a few. The public 
trust is Socialism for the benefit of all— 
From Labor Day Address by Rev. 
Charles H. 'Vail 


In this cursed struggle for wealth it 
is the weakest that suffer. The buzzards 
survive, while the doves perish. Strong 
men vote to contract debts, and their in¬ 
nocent children have to pay the obliga¬ 
tion. They stand passively in the face 
of the industrial wrong that causes the 
death of their childreh and the disrup¬ 
tion of their homes. 


We are worse than savages! Often¬ 
times, we read, a lion prowls around 
some African village. Every now and 
again it makes an attack upon some un¬ 
protected native, or carries away a child 
playing in the brush. In such case,.all 
the villagers get together and make a 
combined attempt to kill or drive' off the 
invader. And at the risk of life and 
limb they bravely defend their homes 
and comrades. 

But we, with our civilized cowardice, 
permit the wild beasts of trade to me¬ 
nace and attack and kill those who are 
dear to us without making even vocal 
protest. If patience and jtassirity be the 
fniit.s of civilization, then for.oitr babies’ 
rakes let's get back to respectable and 
rational barbarism again! 


Gen. Funston, who acquired a title by 
swiniining rivers wli.ch an atliletic jump¬ 
er could jump across, having returned 
from his exploits to receive the plaudits 
of the ignorant rabble, conics forth with 
tlie colossal arrogance of a military pig¬ 
my and is reported by tlie Chicago Re¬ 
cord of September 28 as saying: "1 
lio|>e that wli(ti the Filipinos are con¬ 
quered they will be made to feel for 
many years the iron hand of military 
rule, the only kind for which they are 
suited.” Such insolence is amazing. 
But, seriously speaking, if this is the 
only treaimeiit the Filipinos are fit for, 
why did we not leave to Spain- the task 
of giving it? Why did we object to 
Spanish methods when our own have 
proved to be infinitely worse? Whjt take 
the burden off Spain and impose it up¬ 
on ourselves? Why take upon ourselves 
the curse and burden of militarism un¬ 
less we want to make a crop of Caesars, 
Haniiibals and Napoleons and fatten a 
lot of jioliticians and contractors with 
the pluntler of ta.xation? 

’Tlie fact is patent, however, that lib¬ 
erty and freedom can never flourish 
where such men as Funston are pennit- 
ted to live. 


I said a child had died. Better had T 
said an unspoiled man. A child is but 
an undeveloped man, with all of mn-v 
liood’s opportunities and none cf its 
faults. Who can say v hat the world has 
lo.st when a child sobs out its life in a 
slum home? Who can calailate the fu¬ 
ture reach of a baby arm? If Abraham 
l.incHi had died in his cradle in his 
father’s log home, would we have lost 
the bajjyi or the man? If there was an 
echo, it would say “the man.” And the 
little one of whom I spoke as the victim 
of social greed was more limn a child. 
TTie germ of future greatness,.the possi¬ 
bility of genius, the cmbryotic acom of 


Marshall Field has appropriated 7®,- 
364 square feet of public street properly 
to his private use. 'This has been dpne 
ly undermining the streets and side¬ 
walks. Other firms and companies do¬ 
ing hnstness in Chicago have tunneled 
*it for their private use over i,30O4X» 

f sare feet, and while this goes on one 
•he greatest police forces in the^ world 
engaged in seeing that the “street 
•B^hants" without capital don't appro- 
jRtMe one square inch of the curbstone. 
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MONEY AND AUTHORITIES 

Bjr WiiUBm ilohn 


iMttal Bemoccattc iletalti 


of those perishing for the great cause of 


that they are free. What more do they 
want? Does not the stars and stripes 
float over them, and do they not know 
that wiherever the glorious banner flut¬ 
ters in the breeze workingmen are free? 
Wliat more can the “working mule” 
expect? The capitalist class and its 
brute companion—the military class, 
with the whole retinue of rotten poli¬ 
ticians and beneficiaries of that class, 
has to be fed, clothed and housed, and 
in this wide world there is none to feed, 
clothe and shelter them save the work¬ 
ing class. The slaves should be sub¬ 
missive to their masters and not compel 
a needless waste of powder and ball. 


ject with the function of a deno minS 
of value. This apocryphal, or 
bastard, function is the issue of the ^ 
fusion of thought arising from the i^ 
tification of money and the mat^ 
form it assumes in its function ofa^ 
dium of exchange. 

If the foregoing is at all logical it {nL 
lows that money is nothing more thaa 
conventional concept—an abstraction-^ 
an ideal unit of value, in the final anih 
sis, and that its material form in the (W 
of a piece of metal or fragment of pap- 
is made necessary only by its funciS 
of an exchange medium. Not only thi* 
but ^ also follows that intrinsic (that it 
real) value in this medium is 
only under certain conditions. 

Let us see if we can unearth these 
conditions. 

We have seen that in a state of barter 
—the most primitive state of civilization 
—there is no need for a medium of ex¬ 
change (to say nothing at all of an in^ 
trinsic value commodity medium), but 
that a conventional unit of value amply 
suffices. But we have also seen that as 
soon as the operation of traffic assumes 
a triangular form this necessity puts 


human love and reason. 

Is it necessary to argue now^ as to 
what may . or has to be the bearing of 
the ScKialistic doctrine on the philo¬ 
sophy of life and consequently on hu¬ 
man conduct? Who is more likely to 
devote his activity and energy to mate¬ 
rialistic pursuits—the gain of wealth, for 
its own sake and by anv means, the ego¬ 
tistic enjoyment of this ill-gained wealth 
in gluttony, drunkenness and other dis¬ 
sipations—the individualist or the So¬ 
cialist? Who of these two types of our 
present age is more likely to devote his 
life to the disinterested service in the 
cause of the human race, to acquirement 
of knowledge, to lead a life of high 
thinking and pure esthetical enjoyment? 
Who of these two types is more likely to 
develop into a high type of humanity? 

Far from being exclusively an econ¬ 
omic theory of society Socialism is pre¬ 
eminently an ethical movement. Mr. L. 
Duncan, the lecturer of the Milwaukee 
Ethical Society, said in his address de¬ 
livered on May yth of this year concern¬ 
ing Socialism: 

“But probably the most characteristic 
expression of the social movement, and 
the one which is exercising the deepest 
and widest influence in its methods and 
institutions, is Socialism. Socialism, 
whatever else, one mav think or sav 
about it. is aflame with the humanitarian 
passion. It is painfully aware of the 
economic injustice and social destitution 
and their concomitant miseries. w>hich 
have obtained under the prevailinp" sys¬ 
tem of industry and forms of govern¬ 
ment. and qims at the reconstruction of 
society upon lines which it believes will 
insure to every man equal rights and 
equal opportunities with every other, to 
a happy and harmonious development of 
all his powers that will make life worth 
living. It conditions the development of 
such a life upon the equality of political 
and ecor\omic rights, charges the pre¬ 
vailing inequalities and social miseries to 
the private ownership of the means of 
production and distribution and looks 
for the remedy in the abolition of such 
private ownership and substitution of 
collective ownership and control. Tlie 
motive which animates that movement 
and the aims and purposes to which it 
addresses itself, are humanitarian, the 
desire to increase human happine.ss and 
well being to make better men and wo¬ 
men, and among the aims and purposes 
which Sociali.sm hopes to realize through 
its methods, and chief among them, is 
the development of a higher type of 
manhood and womanhood, not simply 
a better fed and better dressed animal, 
but an intellectually enlightened and 
morally strong human being, able and 
willing to live a good life and to con¬ 
tribute his full share towards makhig 
the good life possible to others. The 
fact that the methods of Socialism are 
so exclusively political and economic 
arises from the theory which pervades 
its philosophy, namely, that the good 
life is practically impossible under wrong 
social conditions and that to make possi¬ 
ble the most desirable tvne of moral 
manhood, the social conditions and in¬ 
stitutions most favorable to the right de¬ 
velopment of the human mind and char¬ 
acter must first be created. TTiis. So¬ 
cialism, by its methods, promises to do.” 

Such is the opinion of a thoughtful 
outsider on our movement. There is so 
far no written philosophy of the Social¬ 
istic movement and every new thought 
and new point of view advanced by can¬ 
did observers and students of .society is 
highly welcome. Let us therefore our¬ 
selves endeavor to deepen and broaden 
the scope of Socialistic thought and sen¬ 
timent and build up our system of philo¬ 
sophy with care and deliberation as 
good architects. 

“We are builders of that city; 

AU our joys and all our groans 
Help to rear its shining ramparts. 

All our lives are building stones: 

But the work that we have budded. 
Oft with bleeding hands and tears. 
And in error and in anguish. 

Will not perish with the years; 

It will he at last made perfect 
In the universal plan. 

It wnll help to insure the labors 
Of the toiling hosts of men, • 

It will last and shine transfigured 
In the final reign of right. 

It will merge into the splendors 
Of the city of the light.” 


"Moneyl” what is it? 

Is it simply the piece of metal or pa¬ 
per circulating from hand to hand, or is 
there back of this tangible object a 
something hot so evident to the senses? 

As authorities, “recognized” and oth¬ 
erwise, differ, and are even “not at one" 
upon the subject with themselves at all 
times, let us investigate independently. 

Politico-economic authorities from 
Adam Smith to Prof. Jevons have laid 
down the dogma that money is a com¬ 
modity, and as such is subject to all the 
vicissitudes and fluctuations of value of 
any other commodity under the unques¬ 
tioned law of supply and demand. The 
acceptance of this dogma has not been 
confined to the intrinsic value school, 
but has thoroughly permeated that of 
the fiatists in its conclusions, as will be 
pointed out later. 'But, what is a com¬ 
modity? Marx, the great Socialist pion¬ 
eer, defines a commodity as a thing con¬ 
taining human labor and which circu¬ 
lates: that is, a ware—an object produc¬ 
ed for consumption, not by the producer, 
but by some one who had no hand in 
its production. Does money, from any 
.standpoint of view, fill this bill? In so 
far as the Marxian definition goes in 
words, yes; but as in this definition there 
is included by implication the final stop¬ 
page of the circulation at the point of 
consumption, no. Money, as such, at 
no period of its career is arrested and 
consumed. When gold or silver coins 
are melted down into bullion and put to 
use in the manufactures and arts they 
cease to be money and become the com¬ 
modities gold and silver. It is true that 
this holds good of any commodity in a 
sense. Every commodity ceases to be 
such when it has reached the point of 
consumption. 'That ends its career; it 
has fulfilled its mission. Not so with 
money. As money its mission is contin¬ 
ually renewed, and has practically no 
limit; to consume it it must be convert¬ 
ed from money into the commodity 
metal. 

But again, the Very fact that every 
commodity finds a final resting place 
proves that it is an object of desire (for 
the purpose of consumption) on the part 
of some one. This is never the case with 
money. However much it may appear 
so superficially money is never (except 
to the abnormal hoarding-in-kind miser) 
the object of his efforts to anyone, but is 
simply the means to an end—commodi¬ 
ties. 

Tlius far our investigation militates 
against the commodity money dogma. 
But let us see further. 

Money, an instrument of commerce, 
trade, or exchange, performs certain 
functions; and it is for the performance 
of these functions only that money, as 
such, is valued or valuable. What are 
they? 

Economists agree in placing first on 
the list the functions of a measure of 
value, but as the term is more or less 
ambiguous and has often been misinter¬ 
preted, we will use the expression de¬ 
nominator of value. This function of 
money is exercised not merely in the 
exchange of commodities, but in the 
preliminary “dickering” or “higgling.” 

To perform this primary function 
money need not have, and indeed has 
not, a tangible, sensible existence. It is 
merely an abstraction—a concept—a 
conventional money. The necessity for 
the exercise of tliis function of money 
takes historical precedence over every 
other, authorities to the ■ contrarj- not- 
standing. The necessity for a denomi¬ 
nator or comparer of values (relative) 
must have made itself felt between every 
two individuals who entered into the 
transaction of a barter, and must have 
come into existence as soon as the hu¬ 
man animal was capable of an abstrac¬ 
tion. 

Indeed Montesquieu asserts that cer¬ 
tain African tribes of his day, or shortly 
before, who had not yet gotten beyond 
the barter stage, made use of just such a 
conventional money, of which they had 
no tangible or material representative, 
and which they termed “macutes.” A 
strictly ideal money. 

But as the above tribes emerged from 
the barter stage, as we may suppose 
them to have done, and commerce be¬ 
came more complicated; as soon, indeed, 
as the transaction assumed a triangular 
form—when A had a commodity that B 
wanted, but the commodity B had was 
not wanted by A, and C, who wanted 
B’s commodity and had the commodity 
wanted by A, was essential to a satis¬ 
factory deal; then the necessity for some¬ 
thing more than a conventional or ab¬ 
stract money made itself apparent, and 
tlie tangible money made its appearance, 
carrying with it the second function of 
money—that of a medium of exchange. 
In the exercise of this function -money 
has assumed many forms from shells 
and beads to silver and g;old, and—pub¬ 
lic or national credit in the form of paper. 

To the above two functions of money 
there have been added a number of oth¬ 
ers by political economists from Adam 
Smith down to the latest, all of which 
have the characteristics of barnacles in 
so far as thev are real at all—the capaci¬ 
ties for clinging, and retarding the prog¬ 
ress of scientific elucidation. 

Chief among this number is the as¬ 
sumed function of a standard of value, 
so often confused in the minds of the 
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A PRACTICE DREAMER 

That the man who is written about as 
an impracticable visionarv and dreamer 
is. after all has been said, really the prac¬ 
tical man, who sees and describes things 
long before the so-called hard headed 
man of affairs, is ipnce more acknowl¬ 
edged in a reference to Edward Bellamy 
by the Western Mining World. The ed¬ 
itor, writing on “Electric Power in Min¬ 
ing," says: 

“Edward Bellamy in his ‘Looking 
Backward’ saw many exhibitions of elec¬ 
trical power, which are now so common 
that they fail to excite even more than 
a passing glance, or command more 
than a moment’s thpught. It is now in 
the power of those who have the means 
at command to gratify their desires, and 
add to their comfort, to tough a “but¬ 
ton” at their bedside in the morning, 
light their kitchen fire, heat their dress¬ 
ing room, dispel the darkness from their 
apartments, awaken servants and at¬ 
tendants and, within a few minutes, en¬ 
joy an artistically cooked breakfast, and 
ride to his place of business upon an au¬ 
tomobile, without the scent of coal 
smoke upon his raiment or the suspi¬ 
cion of dust upon his electrically brush¬ 
ed shoes, hat and coat. 

"What electricity has done and is do¬ 
ing in mail s domestic economy it is do¬ 
ing, or may do, in sinipiiiymg and facili¬ 
tating operations in mine, nun, sampling 
and reduction works. What is being 
done in that direction, is thus spoken ot 
by Thomas Tonge in his contribution to 
the Mining and Engineering Journal. 
He said: 'Cripple Creek is, perhaps, the 
only gold mining district in the world, 
where a miner can go to his work in an 
electric street car, descend the mine in 
an electric hoist, keep his mine dry by 
an electric pump, do his work bv an 
electric light, run drills operated by elec¬ 
tric air compressors (possibly, in time to 
be superseded by direct electric drills), 
and fire his shots by electricity from a 
switching board remote from the point 
of explosion.’ ” 
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TWO KINDS OF SWINDLERS 

A few days ago the Chicago news¬ 
papers gave us an account of a swind¬ 
ling operation which has been carried 
on for -twx) years by a trusted employe 
of I’. D. Armour & Co. Two and a half 
years the ago the employe was iif serious 
financial straits. His wife was sick, a 
mortgage on his furniture was due, and 
having no money—although he wa.® “an 
old and trusted employe” of one ot . ''e 
biggest packing concerns in the world— 
his creditor threatened to take his house¬ 
hold goods. He went to his immediate 
superior and asked for an advance, but 
it was refused him. 

*’1 told him then,” said the man in his 
confession, “that I had to have the 
money; that, seeing I could not get it 
honestly, I would have to get it dishon¬ 
estly.” 

And he kept his word. Taking an 
outsider doing business with the pack¬ 
ers into his confidence, he got money, 
dishonestly, as we are accustomed to 
saying, and so relieved himself from 
the immediate strain that was upon him. 
This done, swindling became easy. His 
operations continued until foi^jed orders 
brought him and his partner in the game 
between $i5,<xo and $20,000. Then the 
swindle was di.scovered by an accident 
and the confession followed. 

The “old and trusted employe” is 
swindler Number One. His original 
“crime” consisted in getting money not 
his own to protect a sick wife and avert 
the threatened calamity of losing all that 
an “old and trusted employe” liad in the 
world, a few household goods. 

Now contrast this case with an¬ 
other, also related to Packingtown. A 
young man residing on South Sang;a- 
mon street, Chicago, was employed as 
a city salesman in the soap department 
of F. D. Armour & Co. He worked for 
a commission and was successful in 
turning iq a lot of orders. When his 
commissions were due they were not 
paid, but were for some reason with¬ 
held, much to his inconvenience and dis¬ 
gust. His employers are eng;aged in a 
peculiar business. They load up retail 
butchers in Chicago with meat supplies 
for sausage and then sell manufactured 
sausage at lower prices. They load up 
retail grocers with soap at $2.25 a case 
and then put it into department stores 
at $1.95. thus making it impossible for 
the retail merchant to do business in 
soap. This is not called “swindling;” 
it is “trade,” and it is the kind of “trade” 
that many Chicago preachers approve 
of who eulogize the meat packer. Ar¬ 
mour, because he gives liberally to the 
puse of churchianity. The pork pack¬ 
ing millionaire who makes the merchant, 
the employe and the general public pay 
the cost of his philanthropy, is not a 
"swindler” but a Christian gentleman 
with a prospect of canonization. 


iS SOCIALISM MATERIALISTIC 

Bjr iMAdcAT LdAduff 

It is true, that Socialism demands be¬ 
fore all economic justice, social rights 
actually equal for all human beings, 
without any distinction of race, sex or 
material wealth;' it wants a true dem¬ 
ocracy. But 1 defy anybody to iirove to 
us that Socialism considers the inaug¬ 
uration of this minimum of material jus¬ 
tice and equality as its final goal and 
highest aim and purpose. Quite the re¬ 
verse of it is true. Socialism recognizes 
that only after economic and social jus¬ 
tice is inaugurated the higher de¬ 
velopment of the race will, in fact can, 
only really begin. And is it not a recog¬ 
nized fact that only those nations and 
classes reach the highest point in science, 
philosophy, fine arts, which enjoy a cer¬ 
tain degree of economic security and 
independence? Is it not true that mate¬ 
rial want and the feeling of insecurity 
of daily bread for oneself and family 
tend to produce a stifling effect on hu¬ 
man ambition, lead inevitably to the 
atrophy of mental and spiritual inter¬ 
ests? Is not material need brutalizing, 
degrading? 

We leave it to the kind reader to de¬ 
cide who deserves more the imputations 
of gross materialism. On one side we 
have the individualists, who preach the 
zoological bellium omnium contra 
omnes, the war of all against all, and 
non-interference of society, who advo¬ 
cate the chaotic play of social or rather 
anti-soc'al forces, who put might before 
right and even affirm that might is right? 
who consider selfishness as the best 
guide of social conduct and sole basis 
of economic activity, who out a premuim 
on low cunning, reckless speculation and 
unscnioulous exploitation of men bv 
men. who wash their hands in htirnan 
blood and indirectly feed on human flesh 
and marrow. 

On tlie other hand we see the race- 
ists, or Socialists, who consider the in¬ 
terests (all the interests—the spiritual as 
well as the material)—of humanity as a 
whole, the interests of the masses as 
paramount, who look upon every man 
as a unit of society (in the broadest and 
deepest sense of the word), who advo¬ 
cate harmony and brotherhood between 
those units of society, who proclaim the 
solidarity of the interests of all men. 
who substitute co-operation for competi¬ 
tion, who preach altruism as the wisest 
and safest basis of social conduct, who 
maintain that right is superior to m-ght, 
who by a rational reconstruction of so¬ 
ciety want to do away with every in¬ 
centive of selfishness, who despise low 
canning, who consider speculation vrith 
the products of human labor as criminal, 
who are always to be found in the tents 


MILITARY RULE IN HAVANA 

1 he working class of Cuba is begin¬ 
ning to find out what it means to be 
governed by military arrogance calling 
itself a mission to the interest of civiliza¬ 
tion. Gen. Ludlow, the military up¬ 
start in command of the American 
troops at Havana, by sheer force of the 
bullets and bayonets at his command, a 
la Weyler, has succeeded in putting a 
quietus on a general labor strike and 
restored peace to the city—a peace of 
more ominous import to the city than 
any strike which the work people could 
organize. 

The Cubans have to learn that civi¬ 
lization under capitalism means submis¬ 
sion to the most degrading conditions 
which capitalists can impose, backed by 
soldiers and galling guns. They should 
also understand that “order” will have 
to be maintained in behalf of the con¬ 
tractors and parasites infesting the isl¬ 
and, though tins of thousands of com¬ 
mon workingmen fall in the streets of 
Havana drenched in their own blood. 
This is the kind of thing that American 
workmen, earned away* by spurious pa¬ 
triotism, have voted for; it is also the 
kind of work that armies led by epau- 
letted ruffians are paid to do. A sus¬ 
pension of the work performed by a 
wage slave class which makes parasites 
and contractors wealthy and keeps the 
slaves in a condition of life-long anxiety 
and want, is something that calls for the 
intervention of the capitalists' backer— 
the government, 

Havana workingmen will subside at 
the point of the bayonet and remember 


Here’s Proof r" 

Horace M, Eaton, gcneial secretary 
and treasurer of the Boot and Shoe 
Workers’ Union of America, was a wit¬ 
ness before the Industrial Commission 
the other day. Speaking of the condi¬ 
tions among the boot and shoe laborers, 
l(e said wprk was plentiful, but wages 
were poor. Eleven years ago he would 
be able to cam from $18 to $35 a week 
at lasting shoes; now he could not earn 
more than $15. In explanation he said 
that the reduction in earning capacity 
in this branch of the trade was due to 
the change in conditions. Competition 
in the shoe trade was fierce and the man¬ 
ufacturers were confronted with the al¬ 
ternative of raising prices or lowering 
the quality. 
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The next evening the campaign com¬ 
mittee met, and a majority of its mem¬ 
bers decided that they could not con¬ 
scientiously act on the committee, after 
the decision of the joint meeting to con¬ 
tinue to co-operate with the I. L. P., 
which had now become the ally of a cap¬ 
italistic party. Accordingly most of the 
campaign committee resitmed, and drew 
up resolutions stating their reasons, to 
be printed in the Forwards and the 
Grosser New York Arbeiter Zeitung. 
Most of our candidates have also resign¬ 
ed. Of course, this kills the camnaien, 
from which we had honed so much, but 
there seemed to be nothing else for us 
to dp. Our delegates to the T. L. P. 
from a maioritv of the branches have 
also been withdrawn. 

We have had a pretiv severe lesson 
on the f'dlv of co-onr-ating with an¬ 
other political p.arty. We had a fine on- 
portunitv to make a good show in the 
campaign this off year, as there was no 
state.ticket in the field, and we had h-en 
working lonn and Irard to that end. Put 
in withdrawing from the campaign we 
have act<-d comscientiouslv. It is better 
to lose the campaign than to lose our 
principles. F.lizabcth H. Tliomas. 


same evening, and that neither of them 
got there tid the night after election! 

But all the same we are doing preny 
good work. Begmning; with the bth oi 
September, Comiacie Caiey is speaking 
almost every night until ttie 7th of tVo- 
vember. Beginning with the ist ot Uc- 
tober. Comrade McCaitney is dookcu 
for almost every night until that saim. 
eventful day. Comrade Chase has two 
or three engagements each week from 
now on, just as many as his official du¬ 
ties will allow. Comrades Porter. Gibbs 
and Putney the same way. And besides 
these there arc Comrades Mailly, Bean, 
Ciillen, Skinner, “Alerlin,” Platvosa and 
Barr, who can give us a couple of even- 
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The quarterly dues fbr the 
quarter eudln^ December «}1 
are due at the headquartem, 
1^6 Waebliigtou ttC.* Cblcai;o, 
Ill.tOuor bel'are Oct.5. Prompt 
remittauce U of the hiitheet Im* 
portauce to Injure the iiitereeta 
of the or^anUatlou* aud the 
branches are ur^ed to prc»vi4|e 
for thecollectloiit which should 
be beifuu at ouce. 


of Branch Meetlnca inserted for tSc 
m CALirOKNIA 

•MMb No. 1. Han Francisco. Cal., holds 
meethws every Sunday night at 
fWt; at Temple, U7 Turk 8l 

mseling every Tuesday at 8 p. m.. 
* Mime place. Hall No. 1. 

^^Atifiramunleations should be directed to J. C. 
Secretary, 118,Turk St.. San Francisco. 

^■•/sebed Social DeznocraU throughout Cal- 
are Invited to correspond. 

No. L hios Angeles. Csl., meeu every 
mSSat evening at 8 o'clock in the room of the 
tSaj Morning Club. Z30% South Broadway. 
5 ”h Gill, President. C. C. Ford, 6:23 W. S7th 
Si seoretary. 

COLORADO. 

rWorado Branch No. 1 of the Social Demo- 
-iiic Party, meets every Sunday evo at Wood- 
^[^’8 Hall. 1716 California 8l., Denver. Culo.. 

m. Tbos. U. Gibbs. Chairman; Mrs. Ida 
llJ^Mr. Secretary. 1789 Washington St. 

CONMBCTICVT. 

Branch 3 (Conn.), New Iluven. meets Ist and 
•rd month, at £3 Cedar St., ut 

^ m- Secretary Cornelius Mahoney. liS Frank 

ILLINOIS. 

Jlsetlngs of Chicago Central Committee held 
■Mularly. second and fourth Wednesdays of 
month, at Dr. J. H. Greer’s office. 62 bear- 

^Brench 1 of Illinois. Chicago, meets every 
Wednesday evening. Thomas Klrwtn. Secre- 
2M Wentworth Ave. 

Branch S, Chicago. 111., Bohemian, meets 2nd 
^ 4th Saturday evenings at Nagl's liall, 636 
BJM island Ave. Secretary, Vaciav Jellnek, 436 
W Ulh 8 l 

Branch 3. Chicago. 111., meets 2nd and 4th 


“”P«"n*ylv*nta Arenuc. R. SehcMn, S. 

n>«t« e»»nr tint 
• tin third Frif.ay each month at Mu.Ucr'a Hall, 
corner Twenty-third and Ilrown Slreela. Oeorae 
Moerachel. Secretary. ;w Twenty-nrth Street. 

Branch 9, Milwaukee, meeta every faurtb Frt- 
day of the tnonth at R. Sliel'a Hall, S. R cor- 
ner Orchard Street and 9lh Avenue. Secretary. 


llfllamy. His last book and master- 
liiccc, hearing the title of the very word 
we are discussing, is proliably the ablest 
vindication of luiuality in the Fnglish 
language. Bc'laniy's followers, the na¬ 
tionalists, littve always laid great stress 
oil Equality, and tile idea is also accept- 
etl and nrii|)agated by a great itiaiiy So¬ 
cialists ill this country. 

It is hardly necc.ssary ip a Socialist 
paper to emphasize the iniquity and 
falsity of the class caste which prevails 
in society today. We allxecognize that 
it is a sham, as detestable as it is vicious 
and unjust. "By Nature we nearly re¬ 
semble one another," said Confucius, 
"hut condition separates us very far." 
Titus it happened that our present pluto¬ 
cracy, hascrl upon class rule and tlie de¬ 
gradation of tile worker, Itas gradually 
broken down the healthier instincts of 
more primitive community life, and es¬ 
tablished petty artificial grades; each 
with its own narrow and exclusive code 
of ethics. We see society in miniature 
in the wealthy household of today, with 
the loungers aliove and the servants 
drudging below; or in the Ocean Liner 
with its contrast of passengers and stok¬ 
ers. of table d'hotes and sailors’ mess. 
We arc surrounded on every hand by 
evidences of the brutality which con¬ 
demns whole classes to a life of wretched 
toil and drudgety, in order that others 
may live in luxury. 

"The answer to tyranny," said .Morris 
in one pf his brilliant lectures, “mu.st be 
l•.quality." The idea of Equality is no 
eapricions whim; on the contrary, it 
has both an economic and moral justifi¬ 
cation. The more equal division of 
goods umler pre.sent conditions would 
of course mean nothing, hut under So¬ 
cialism Equality would l>e the only so¬ 
lution of the problem of industrial re¬ 
muneration. 

Its n'ce.ssity arises from the recogni¬ 
tion that in the complexity of madern 
society the [lowers of the individual 
count for nothing. Consider for a mo¬ 
ment the modern city, with its vast 
buildings, its teeming streets, its myriad 
industries, its bewildering complexity. 
Try to reckon how many generations, 
how many hands, how many brains, 
have gone to make the sinijilest object 
around us. tile newspa|x’r in our hands, 
the c.irs wc ride in. the thousand and 
one inventions and contrivances that 
have become a [lart of our lives. When 
we reflect on these things, we can only 
say; “Our lives are based entirely upon 
the toil and cfTort ol those who have 
gone before us." No one in the world 
can boast: “I alone have dune this;" 
for all alike share in this dependence 
upon past and present society. We owe 
all that we are to .society, and all we 
have a right to claim is a comfortable 
living in return for honest and conscien¬ 
tious labor. 

'file Socialist society of the future will 
scatter its bounties to all alike. It will 
recognize that the lowest has its lunc- 
tion .as well as the highest; tli.at the foun¬ 
dation of a building is no less useful and 
important than its glittering spires and 
pinnacles. The talented man will team 
that the genius with which fortune and 
heredity have emlowcd him is a means 
tif senice, not of self-aggrandizement. 
The few hours of work which will be 
demanded of every man will be m.ide so 
[ileasant that none will willingly shirk 
llicm. Equ.ality will finally cleanse .so¬ 
ciety of that worst of vices—the habit 
of forcing our dirty and unpleasant work 
on to other people, Wc will face life 
shoulder to shoulder, as men shduld. 

Let us ever hold up Equality as the 
beacon light of human aspirations. It 
alone can make democracy a reality in¬ 
stead of a sham, ft alone is the ultimate 
embodiment of tlic Socialist spirit of 
justice and fraternity between mar and 
man. 


New Bruiu-.lH'H 

A new branch Was organized at Avi^i, 
Mass., September 26, by the organizing 
conimiltee of Brockton with Wtn. Hard¬ 
ing as chairniun and Walter Oliver, sec¬ 
retary. 

C. O. Libby, .Merrimac, .Mass., re¬ 
ports a new branch started at that p'ace 
by Comrade James E. Carey, 'fhe offi¬ 
cers are: Cli.tirman. James W. Bailey; 
vice-chairman, Frank E. Hale; secre- 
tarv, Clarence O. Libbv; treasurer. Win. 
H. Finn.* 


LATKK 

Anotl'cr joint meeting of all the 
branches of the S. U. P. in Greater New 
York met September zStli. A commit¬ 
tee from the Independent Labor party, 
waited upen the meeting to request us 
not to withdraw our co-operation frem 
the 1 . L. P. The meeting took a vote 
on the question and decided to withdraw 
its delegates to the I. L. P. by a vote of 
50 to 32. thus annulling the .action taken 
at the la.st meeting. A committee was 
then apppointed to draw tip resolutions 
to be prcsentetl to the I, I.. P, cxiiiain- 
ing the rca.sons of our action. Tfie 
meeting voted to withdraw from the 
campaign this fall, and refused to grant 
permission to individual members to co¬ 
operate with the 1 . L. P. and acce(it 
their nominations. 

Thus all connection is severed be¬ 
tween the S. D. P. and the I. L. P. in 
Greater New York. 

E. H. Thomas, Secretary. 


SpFCiiil N’otittti to HraiicliOH 

All branches have entered upon the 
last quarter of the year and not a day 
.'houhl be lost in making prompt remit 
tunce of quarte.fy dues and other funds 
to National headquarters. Immediate 
utlention to this is of the utmost import¬ 
ance aud branch officers are particularly 
reque.sted to give it their attention. 


give me a chance at it. I work daytimes 
tor those great (ihilaiithiopists, the 

ij at H-. 1 liave come 

aero.ss some strong Socislists there, and 
several others whom 1 am in hopes w ill 
heconie so soon. By the way, 1 am not 
idle, either. Since September y 1 have 
got twenty sub.scrihers for the Appeal to 
kea.son. 1 would even attempt a branch 
of tile S. D. P. jf there were not some 
reasons of a local characler which would 
seem to make it inadvisable. I think, 
though, that if an altem|>t to form a 

branch should be made in M-, it 

would he successful, f am too far away 
to st.'irt the hall rolling, hut would jum[> 
in and push Jiard if it weie started.” 

.-\nd this is from a man of whose e.x- 
islence I didn’t know until 1 received his 
letter, and even had to look up on the 
nia() the location of the place from which 
his letter was dated! Why, this whole 
stale is seething with SociaUsm. Worces¬ 
ter county fin which niy correspondent 
lives) will soon rank with Essex and 
I’lyni'iuth, and when we have those 
three counties organized and working 
together we can hegin to talk alxntt or¬ 
ganizing the state. 

Since September loth Comrade Carey 
has organized four new hranclics, viz!, 
.Marlboro, .Merrimac, 1 ^-iwrcnce and 
I’lyniouth, and will ,id(l at least one 
more next week, which will he in 
WorcOstcr county. 

I n case wc do make a good showing 
this fall it will not be the free and gener¬ 
ous gift of the gods, but the result of 
the zealous and unremitting labors of 
our comrades here for the cause they all 
love so well. Margaret Haile. 

Boston. -— 

EQUALITY 

It.v LEMiiEurd l>. Nr%% York 

111 the propaganda of Socialism, there 
is [irobably notliing which provokes 
greater prejudice and more furious hos¬ 
tility than tile idea of Equality. To the 
average man Ivqualily represents a prin- 
ci|>lc utterly unjust and whimsical. Even 
among Socialist!! themselves, there is a 
tendency to repudiate the doctrine of 
material Equality, and to water it down 
to a rather vague "equality of opportun¬ 
ity.” We cannot sh.ake ourselves free 
from the prejudices of our age. We liave 
been so long accustomed to see around 
us gross inequality, and to accept with¬ 
out question artificial conditions and 
standards, that we arc almost incaiiahle 
of independent thought on this question. 

It is interesting and inslnictive to note 
the standpoint which has been taken on 
the subject of Etjuality by recognized 
Socialist thinkers. Karl Marx, with his 
tloctrinc of multiple labor, has made his 
influence felt in favor of inequality of 
remuneration, and wc find that most of 
the Mar.\itcs take the same attitude. On 
the other hand, many Socialist-s of this 
school, while advocating inequality as a 
temporary expedient, incident to the 
tran.sition stage between Capitalism and 
Socialism, look upon Etfuality as the 
ultimate ideal. The Socialist leaders of 
Germany and France have laid but little 
emphasis on the idea of Equality. In 
England, howev r, mest of the S ^oialiiLs 
(willi the exception of the Fabians) have 
declared unequivocally for material 
Equality. William Morris in an article 
on “Why I am a Communist” defined 
communism as a state of society based 
upon Equality of condition, and in the 
tight of this definition it is possible to 
draw quite a distinct line of demarcation 
l>etwcen Socialism or collectivism, and 
communism. Among the Communists 
niu.st certainly be included such men as 
Rolrert Blatchford. Keir Hardie, Ed¬ 
ward Carpenter, Walter Ci^e, Alfred 
Rus.sel Wallace, etc. Here in America, 
the philosophy of Equality has been de¬ 
veloped at greatest length by Edward 


“Jim Cr«)\v” Flops 

lit reply tu -Mrs. .Margaret Haile's 
‘That Uiving yuestion Again” Jiin 
Crow flops. Ills w^ngs and dtops in a 
two dollar bill and hones that there will 
be more to follow to swell the propa¬ 
ganda fund; if ever so small it will all 
help to keep the party's- head above 
water until a better organization later 
on can send a steady stream of pennies 
to pay for and promote agitation and 
circulation of literature. Jim Crow. 

Baltimore. 


Massucliiisetfs 

We have all been so busy doing things 
lately that we haven't h.-id time to write 
about them. We are endeavoring, as 
far as our resources will permit, to make 
tills a real cani|>aigu, a scries of con¬ 
nected operations directed toward the 
result to be accomplished. In addition 
to the regular state ticket, wc have nom¬ 
inated some twenty-two representatives, 
three senators and two or three council¬ 
lors, besides several minor state officials. 
Each represeniative district means about 
half a dozen meetings, besides those in a 
lot of other places which will be held 
merely in the interest of the state ticket, 
and of organization and education in 
general. Wc have twelve speakers, all 
local men, to cover the ground. The 
little problem which is at present engag¬ 
ing my best attention, as secretary of the 
campaippi committee, is how to distrib¬ 
ute twelve speakers among fifty different 
places that want si xmcetings each, and 
give each [ilacc the speakers it wants, on 
the dates it wants them, without getting 
them mixed up, and have everybody 
satisfied. The neatest and prettiest job 
of all is to let each of the eager twenty- 
two representative districts have Carey, 
Chase, McCartney and Porter on the 
last night before election. It’s worse 
than the 13-14-15 puzzle. I work over 
it all day, and dream of it all night; and 
ofttimes, in the dead of night, when si¬ 
lence and darkness reign sunrerne. I 
wake-itp with an awful sense of guilt and 
sclf-condemnat'on frrm some dream that 
I have assigned McPortcr-and Cha'cy 
to .-^mcshiti^yport and Brockland for the 


CholHPa, Mass. 

Tlic Chelsea, Mass., comrades of the 
Social Democratic Party have found it 
necessary to take larger headquarters, 
consequent on increa.scd membershi[) 
and the business of the campaign. They 
are now installed in Room 4, Post Office 
Building, where files of all the Socialist 
newspapers, pamphlets and slandani 
works on Socialism and general reforms 
arc always kept. 

The regular weekly meetings are Iiehl 
every Thursday as usual. On Wednes¬ 
day, Sept. 20, Squire E. Putney and J. 
Howard Whipple, the candidate for rep- 
re.sentative for the 26th district, delivered 
addresses in the hall, 880 Broadway, ex¬ 
plaining in such a clear and lucid man¬ 
ner the principles of the party, carrying 
conviction to their hearers most unmis¬ 
takably, jud"-ed by the frequent and 
hearty applause their remarks were 
greeted with. 

On Wednesday, 27th inst., the well 
known speaker Chas. W. Casson, de¬ 
livered an address to a delighted au¬ 
dience. A. B. Outrain, Sec, 
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It* every eeconil end tonr'l' * rWay ^ 
th at the Cliin Koonos of the Voice 
■* at 107 Henry St. Nicholas Rosen- 
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rlh atreet. Eltxahetti H. Thoma., Bec- 


New Vork Notes 

As a good many comrades outside of 
our stale arc watching us with some in¬ 
terest, it may not be amiss to give a brief 
history of the state of affairs here. 

When at the close of the trolley strike, 
the Independent Labor Party was form¬ 
ed and asked us to co-ooerale with them, 
it seemed to most of us a great oppor¬ 
tunity. The new party stood on a good 
Socialist platform, drawn up, by the 
way, by one of our comrades. A Social¬ 
ist workingmen’s party! What more 
could be asked? We sent delegates to 
the 1 . L. P., and agreed to co-operate. 

But as time went on. it began to frrow 
more and more clear that the new party 
was Socialistic only in platform. Some 
of us began to grow uneasy in our con¬ 
sciences: oth'ers continued to have all 
confidence in the I. L. P. At last, on 
Sept. 2lst, the conference of the 1 . L. P. 
voted to scat delegates from ffie Chicago 
Platform Democrats; spite of the pro¬ 
tests of our delegates, most of whom 
withdrew from the hall in a body after 
the vote. 

A joint meeting of all the branches of 
Greater New York was called for Sent. 
22rd to decide whether we should with¬ 
draw our delegates. At this meeting a, 
communication was read from the Mas¬ 
sachusetts state committee, expressing 
their solicitude that we should not en¬ 
dorse the candidates of any but a sound 
Socialist party. Branch No. 4 of New 
York, known as the West Side or Amer¬ 
ican branch, also sent word that they 
had withdrawn their delegates to the 
conference, and reouested the ioint meet¬ 
ing to sever all connection with the I. 
L. P. After a thorough disettssion of 
the siihiect from all sides, the meeting 
refused, bw a vote of 28 aves to ao no'S. 
♦o withdraw our delegates to the I. T.. 
P. Most of the comrades present sti'l 
honestly believed that thev couM exert 
such an influence on the T. L. P. as to 
make it a Socialist partv in fact. 


PROPAGANDA FUND 


Knosak. 


“AppMil t« Rpatoo* 

(tuBi Frirdricb. 

H. Olio. 1. 

Ht'ury Kripfvr. 

Oncsr Mroire. 

(’arl R«uacb>Db«cb 

F- Mnrtin. 

Rob't S^biilts. 

(JtiodrrmftD. 

H.OtU>.2. 

I*»ni OtU*.. 

H. Priwirirh. 

J. Fri9«1rirh.. 


Atur. Spiplmao 


II. Brupsk< 


i,rf>iiiii8chlar 


K-Otio.. 

HMurj HrlU'O....... 

('has. H-mp**!..... 

Cli&fl 8-bm>dt..... 

HHory pMbl........ 

A. OiPttrii h.. 

kfiits Alma Otto. 

Min* Pr^Ha Otto.. 

PanI Fl*iih*r. 

Mim llionie Onnd^rtnaD 
Kriuit N>'id*rw9r(»r......i 

Aqc. K*llD*r... 

Lind* kl*Dff*. 

Uitfl LTdim M*na«. 

Ad'tiph Pripdrieb.. 

Fr*nK Laiitf*.. 

lunilSoU>!m*o. 

Miiw Mary Sebrvittor- 

HxrmMQ. 

Kripdlaod.. 

J. Pptmaho .. 

(5. W. 

D. 8. 

A-SrbODbpfit. 

P. Honrviteb....4.. 


AH correspondents are requested to 
put their branch number and street ad¬ 
dress on their' letters. 


The Socialist Labor party of Massa¬ 
chusetts met in convention at Worces¬ 
ter, split in two, nominated two state 
tickets, and leaving all international and 
revolutionary Socialists in that state in 
a position where they ought to see their 
duty clearly enough and support the So¬ 
cial Democratic party candidates. 


I J. Shallip. 


T. P.. 

Mnimowiteb 

R*rnit*i9. 

R K. 

Silimaa. 

B MaoM. 

M Htnn . 


The Haverhill branch has gotten up a 
handsome picture containing portraits of 
the Social Democrats elected at Haver¬ 
hill in 1898, with views of the Haverhill 
City Hall and Massachusetts State 
House. It will be sent to any part of the 
United States and Canada for 25 cents, 
or in lots at 15 cents. Address commu¬ 
nications and remittances to William 
Mailly. 8 Button St., HaverhiH. Mass. 


C»-h. 

WinA*1d F- Ftortor. 

R. V. D*b«. 

H. ICe)t 1 i>*r. 

P. P. A?*r*. 

-Jim Crow”. 

Jalio* Bohiatm... 

!>•**•. 

.. 

Jao. Dl«f>^h. 

Ana* P*iTy Smith. 
K.Uackr. 
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IlHnoi* 


Branch No. L Milwaukee, meets 
Mm founh Thur»d»y rventn* of the itiofttB «l 
the Eihlcel Boclely Dulldlnt M 
Vuttora elwaye welcome. Howard ’^ttie. coau- 
man; Buacne H. Rooney. _ a^ond 

Branch\n. t Mllwaukiw. mccta wry e^nn 
Mid fourth Saturday In Ocaike a Hall, comar 
Ore^n Ray and Concordia Ave. fn.trth 

^och 1. Bhaboiw wiM, 


Mari laod 


P^RetWaala 


.Califofwia. 
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trulh,” as be expressed it, and as he is 
often of a forgetful turn of mind he may 
spend more n,;nths in the same cheer¬ 
less place. 

His biography uould be a history of 
Socialism in Germany, and that history 
cannot longer be overlooked by the stu¬ 
dents of politics, for the party now num¬ 
bers a membership of 2,125,000 and has 
fifty-six deputies in the Reichstag. 

Long Struggle fur Libertieo 

As a student he reads the writings of 
St. Simon and was so aroused that he 
decided to come to the Western conti¬ 
nent, where there were Democracy and 
progress, but on his way to a seaport he 
met a man who persuaded him to go to 
the Swiss republic. There he studied 
law—his family included government 
officia's and was of good position—and 
then left to go to Paris in 1848. 

The symijathetic'outbreak in his own 
country called him back, and after its 
failute he was forced to fly to Geneva 
and then to London, where he remained 
in exile thirteen years. Tt was there 
that he read the works of Karl Marx 
and undertook the task of awakening 
German workingmen to a right use of 
the ballot and to a desire fof civic rights. 

After his return he devoted himself 
to newspaper work on a Liberal sheet. 
He was compelled to abandon this work 
because he would not retract some re¬ 
publican utterances, and he ■ has said 
openly that an agent of Risma'-ck tried 
to buy his sup]>ort by oflfenng- him a 
high position in the state. Then when 
Socialism gained ground and the elec¬ 
tion of deputies took place in 1867 he 
was sent as one of the three Socialist 
deputies. The Reichstag was used as a 
means for spreading tlr’ principles of 
the ijarty. for whatever was said there 
—and freedom is allowed in the .speech¬ 
es—had to be printed; and these records 
were distributed over Germany. 

A charge of treason was brought 
within a few years, and though Licb- 
knecht pleaded most eloquently he was 
incarcerated for two vears. St- 11 , his 
constituents re-elected him while he was 
yet a prisoner. 

Kxaniple of HIh BoldiiFNN 

The trial was a most remarkable one, 
showing the fearlessness of the man who 
said: “I deny notliing. I conceal noth¬ 
ing. And to show that I am an oppo¬ 
nent of monarchv and the present soci¬ 
ety and, if duty demands it, do not stand 
in fear before the struggle—I say here 
freely and openly: Since I have been 
capable of thinking I have been a re¬ 
publican <ind 1 shall die a republican.” 

Since that time he has been in the 
struggle for civil and political rights and 
'be has been imprisoned and threatened 
time and again. ’ He says that England 
in 1648 had rights which are still de¬ 
nied to the German.people, and he will 
use his pen and his power to reiterate 
demands for them. He is surpri.sed that 
America does not understand better the 
political strife of Germany. He says: 
“Your newspaper correspondents do not 
get hold of the oue.stion. They are al¬ 
ways most courteously met and attended 
by so-called German newspaper men. 
who are in reality German officials in 
disguise. Your correspondent thinks he 
has his finger on the pulse of the Ger¬ 
man people; he has it only on the hand- 
cufT.” 

There is no blood and thunder, no 
empty talk about revolution—the Ger¬ 
man Socialists stand for peace and prog¬ 
ress, and at thew head stands an old 
man. grand in h's simp'icitv, his larger 
patriotism, and his love for humanity. 


most complicated operations of typogra¬ 
phy, namely, the composition and the 
distribution of the type. 

“If we wish to print on two sides of 
a sheet at once, we can do so by sensi¬ 
tizing the two sides in parallel bands, 
the bands on one side coresponding ex¬ 
actly to the spaces between the lines on 
the other.” 

NL Motquin notes that the pagination 
of a print^ book is very easy by this 
method, since the pages of the copy are 
simply to be distributed in order over 
the various piles of sensitized leaves, and 
several piles can be impressed at once 
by a suitable arrangement of sources of 
rays. He goes dn to say: 

“One cf the most curious applications 
of the X-rays to printing is the impres¬ 
sion. in . scaled envelopes, of state pa¬ 
pers, diplomatic correspondence, mili¬ 
tary plans, confidential circul.ars, and in 
general of all secret documents, which 
can not be kept strictly secret if printed 
by the present methods." 

To keep a secret from the printer, it 
would be necessary only to enclose the 
copy flat in an envelope and to enclose 
likewise each of the sensitized sheets. 
M. Motquin also considers this method 
of printing excellently adapted for artis¬ 
tic designs, and for many other pur¬ 
poses. To quote further: 

“X-ray printing is certainly the print¬ 
ing of the futuic, but even at iiresent, 
without awaiting the improvements that 
must be made in it. the use of this very 
rapid process can be of service in nu¬ 
merous and varied cases. 

“Newspapers can now have done in 
one hour at vastly less expense the same 
work that has p'-cviously required six 
or seven hours. A supplement contain¬ 
ing the very latest news can be added 
to each edition in fifteen or twenty min- 
ute.s’ work.” 
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The Social Democratic Party of America de¬ 
clares that life, liberty and bapplneas for every 
man. woman and child are conditioned upon 
eq^l political and economic rl$bla. 

That private ownership of the means of pro¬ 
duction and distribution of wealth has caused 
society to split Into two distinct classes, with 
confllcUnc Interests, the smsll possesslnf class 
of capltslials or exploiters of the labor force of 
others and the ever>lncreaalnr Urge dispos¬ 
sessed clasa of waxe-workers. who are deprived 
of the socially-due share of their product. 

That capitalism, the private ownership of the 
means of production, is responsible for the In¬ 
security or subsistence, the poverty, miseiy and 
decradatlOD of the ever-$rowtn$: majority of 
our people. 

That the same economic forces which have 
produced and now Intenelfv the capitalist sys¬ 
tem. win compel the adoption of Socialism, the 
collective ownership of the means of production 
for the common rood and welfare, or result In 
the destruction of civilisation. 

That the. trade union movement and inde¬ 
pendent political actldh are the chief emancl- 
PDtln$ factors of the working class, the one 
representlnK Its economic, the other Its political 
wing, and that both must co-operate to abolish 
the capitalist system of production and diatri- 
batlon. 

Therefore, the Social Democratic Party of 
America declares Its object to be the establish¬ 
ment of a system of co>operatlve production 
and distribution through the restoration to the 
people of all the means of production and dis¬ 
tribution. to be administered by organised soci¬ 
ety In the interest of the whole people, and the 
complete emancipation of society from the dom¬ 
ination of capitalism. 

The wage-workers snd all those in sympathy 
with their historical mission to realise a higher 
civilisation should sever connection with all 
capitalist and reform parties and unite with 
the Social Democratic Party of America. 

The control of political power by the Social 
Democratic Party will be tantamount to the 
abolition of capitalism and of all class rule. 

The solidarity of tabor connecting us with 
minions of class-conscious fellow-workers 
throughout the civilised world will lead to In¬ 
ternational Socialism, the brotherhood of man. 

As steps In. this direction, we make the fol¬ 
lowing demands: 

1. Kevlslon of our antiquated Federal con¬ 
stitution. In order to remove the obstacles to 
full and ctmplete control of government by all 
the tHMiple, irrespective of sex. 

2. The public ownership of all Industries con¬ 
trolled by monopolies, trusts and combines. 

3. The public ownership of all railroads, tele¬ 
graph. telephone, all means of transportation, 
communication, water-wo ks, gas and electric 
plants, and other public utilities. 

i. The public ownership nf all gold, silver, 
copper, lead. iron, coal and all other mines: 
also of all oil and gas welts. 

5. Reduction of the hours of labor In propor¬ 
tion to the Increasing facilities of production. 

6. The Inauguration of a system of public 
w'orks and Improvements for the employment of 
e large number of the unemployed, the public 
credit to be utilised for that purpose. 

7. All ureful Inventions to be free to all, the 
Inventor to be remunerated by the public. 

H. T.abor legislation to he made national. In¬ 
stead of local, and International where possible. 

9. National Insurance of working iK'ople 
against accidents, lack of employment and want 
In old St.'*. 

in Eaiml civil and political rights for men 
and women, and the abolition of all laws dis¬ 
criminating aaninst women. 

11. The adootlon of the Initiative and Refer¬ 
endum. and the right of recall of representa¬ 
tives by the voters. 

IS. Abolition of war as far as the United 
States are concerned and the Introduction of 
International arbitration Instead. 


bition at Berlin, and standing before the 
latest portrait of Kais*^r Wilhelm in a 
scarlet uniform. His mustache pointed 
toward heaven with even more inperti- 
nence^han usual, and I 
“Doesn’t he look like a blonde Me- 
phisiopheles?” •, i 

The little woman at my side grasped 
my arm convulsively, and, jooking 
around in fear, said: , 

“You must not say things like thatl 
If any one had heard you! 

To be sure. I had spoken in Englush 
and tliere was no one near us, but it 
was some moments before rny compan¬ 
ion ceased to be apprehensive, for tiie 
little, old lady with the startled eyes was 
the wife of Wilhelm Licbknecht, the So¬ 
cialist, and her terror was not an empty 
one. She told me of an American girl 
who had been arrested and fined $io be¬ 
cause she had relieved her pent-up feel¬ 
ings, after seeing the emperor s 
in every < 
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By F. G. R. GORDON 
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-'i likeness 

.. conceivable place, bv saying: 

“The kaiser seems to be terribly stuck 
on himself, having so many pictures. 

Roth the English and the slang were 
understood by a bystander, who imme¬ 
diately called a policeman. 

When one remembers that there a-^e 
at present nearly 2,000 persons impris¬ 
oned for lese majesty, it is not hard to 
understand the careful utterances before 
the ever-present portraits of NVilliani. 
and it leaves room for many conjectures 
as to the real opinions of those who are 
looking. 

But Mrs. Liebknccht did not need to 
recall the experiences of American girls 
to sustain her exhortation She could 
relate the adventures of her own hus¬ 
band. and add a little of the history of 
her own privations if she wished to em¬ 
phasize the medieval con'traint on free 
speech in the great German empire. 

Meeting With Liebkneclit 

When I went to the office of the Vor- 
waerts, the leading Socialist paper in 
Germany, 1 expected to see an antago¬ 
nistic individual with penetrating eyes 
and a careless necktie, for I knew that 
Liebkneclit always had stood at the 
head of his party, and the popular Amer¬ 
ican idea of a German Socialistic parly 
is expressed by a red flag, scraggly 
whiskers, and the words “Down with 
law and order!” 

But the old man, with a conventional¬ 
ly cut gray beard, had most benevolent 
eyes and a most courteous mariner, as he 
left his editorial work to meet an un¬ 
known visitor. A determined mou’h 
was nearly hidden, but the broad, high 
forehead, surmounted by rather unruly 
gray hair, and the large Roman nose 
made the face a strong one. 

He passed through an outer office, 
where a long line of men and women 
awaited their turn to sec the Vorwacris 
attorney—his counsel is free to those 
who seek it—and it was as if some saint 
of the Catholic churclr had appeared 
among liis devotees. They bowed in¬ 
stinctively and‘•watched him go the 
length of the room with looks of real 
regard—and yet he knew none of them 
personally. 

He is 73 years old, and rkther bent 
with his years of writing and study, but 
he is sturdy and well, and one of the 
most reposeful persons. Every morn¬ 
ing, unless it rains, he and his wife, not 
much his junior, go to Grunewald, a 
great pine forest just outside of Berlin, 
and spend three or fours walking. Then 
it is that it seems impossible to believe 
that the kaiser is more afraid of him 
than the whole British government. He 
seems like a man grown old in commu¬ 
nion with nature, for he notices each 
flower and bird song, is full of wood 
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Even supposing that the whole affair 
would be found to have been a mere 
dream, it would surely not be one cn- 
gciiUered by a 11 oversluffed stomach, 
but rather indicative of a new train of 
thought that now occupies the mind in 
a waking state. '1 hat is how we looked 
on it. 

I regret to say I have by degrees 
come to feel that there is very liiiie to 
be expected from the f. L. P. 

.\iy faiili ill ii was undermined not by 
the way,, for instance, the plaifonii was 
adopted. Not a single dicer greeted it 
when it was read to Uie conference, ft 
was not even discussed, ft was just 
accepted as if there were "a fate in it’’ 
and could not be helped. Still f took the 
very absence of any thing in the iia.ure 
of a ■■booin'’ as an augury of good. 

Nor did f lose faun in it because I saw 
the attendance aimmisning widi every 
session almost in the same proportion 
as the number of attihated bodies in¬ 
creased. 1 consoled myself with the 
tliought that tile absentees may be tiie 
very men who do the useful work. 

1 was not even disconcerted by the 
fact tiiat out of Air. Parsons’ Stoo.o.p 
not enough came in to obviate a discus¬ 
sion about hall rent on the third night. 

Vvhat did lead me to the coiic.usion 
tliat the I. L. P. is not much mure taaii 
a noble dream is the following: 

'f lie I. L. P. lacks, in the first place, a 
unifying, consolidaiitig idea, fis plat¬ 
form is unable to do away with the heter¬ 
ogeneous character ol ilie various ele¬ 
ments composing it. 

In the absence of a leading idea an is¬ 
sue will in this country sometimes do. 
Now Uie "practical’ part of the piatiorm 
contains no piank capable of arousing 
and enthusing the peopie. 

To do wiibout eitiier an idea or an is¬ 
sue the paily would heed a man. A 
henry George, a iJryan, a Debs—each 
in his way—might alter a strike such as 
that in Biooklyii create a good vote. The 
iKW party has no such man. Had it not 
been for our ffarondess fwho represent¬ 
ed there the garment-workers) thewhole 
thing would have died yawning almost 
on the very first niglit. 

'f hen there is no money. If all the 
unions had paid in the :;i5 they were 
taxed alike, there would have been now 
some $700 or $800. As it is, there is an 
empty treasury. 

Besides all this the party lacks a na¬ 
tional character. A local political party 
is an absurdity, seeing that the enemy’s 
headquarters is at Washington. 

Under these circumstances I should 
have said: “Hands offl” But as niy 
view of the case may, after all, be too 
pessimistic, and as we—the S. D. P.— 
will in this city anyway not do any won¬ 
ders in this fall's campaig^ns, the “other 
organization’’ having taken good care of 
that, we may as well try and see wheth¬ 
er we could not utilize the‘“awakcning'’ 
for disseminating our views among peo¬ 
ple hitherto accessible to anybody but 
Socialists. 

Whatever happens, let us look the 
facts in the fare like men.—M. Win- 
chersky in Forward (the Jewish S. D. P. 
New ')?prk Daily). 
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Printing in the Future 

This is the name bestowed by M. T. 
L. Motquin on the method of rapid 
printing, by means of Roentgen rays, 
invented by M. Izambard. In the Revue 
Scientifique (Paris, August 26) he gives 
us the latest word regarding this meth¬ 
od. Mr. Motquin first hastens to assure 
us that the method is one of the few 
things that we .Americans did not orig¬ 
inate. He says: 

“The earliest idea of the application of 
the X-rays to printing was that of M. 
Izambard, fir=t in his French patent of 
October 19, 1^7, and then in his Amer¬ 
ican patent of March 18 following. 

“As early as 1895 M. Izambard had 
thought of applying electricity to, the 
impression of a pile of sheets of specially 
prepared paper. 

“In his apparatus each letter was rep¬ 
resented by a key acting on two ham¬ 
mers corresponding to each other, one 
aliove and ope below the pile, one posi¬ 
tive and the other negative. TTie current 
passed between the two hammers and 
marked the letter on each one of the in¬ 
tervening sheets by decomposing the 
film on tiie paper. 

“About this time Roentgen’s discov¬ 
ery made this double system of hammers 
with its complicated mechanism unnec¬ 
essary. We know that the X-rays need, 
no opposite pole to traverse the pile of 
paper, .ind this fact docs away with all 
the difficulties of the previous plan. 

‘‘Tiie X-rays traverse opaque bod'cs, 
but ,t1iey are stopped by metallic sub¬ 
stances. ,If, then, we use, to mark the 
characters on the paper, a special ink 
of metallic composition, these characters 
will he inipermcahle to the X-ravs. A 
pile of gelaiinobromld sheets will be in¬ 
stantly impressed, and the text can thus 
be reproduced on thousands of leaves 
at once. 

“TTie text can he written with a pen 
or set lip in type, but the simnlest meth- 
orl is lo use a tvpervriter... .We can see 
that this does away with the longest and 
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A FRIENDLY TIP 


scintillating with sarcastic comments, 
on home or foreign po'icies. Whether 
walking with his wife and daughter or 
making a rousing siHxirh in the Reichs¬ 
tag, his manner is simple and iinassum- 
ing. The power of concentration is evi¬ 
dent in al] his work, and explains the 
grasp which he has of economic and so¬ 
cial questions: and his healthful mode 
of living, his temperance—for he uses 
neither liquor nor tobacco—explain his 
vigor and energy. 

At home with his five sons he is com- 
ponion as well as father, and when, af¬ 
ter a day’s absence, a tall, fine looking 
fellow with frank eyes and refined ex¬ 
pression conies in and throwing an arm 
around his father’s shoulders, leans over 
and gives him a hearty kiss, it proves 
the man of affairs a man of affections. 

And with it all there is the atmos¬ 
phere which is present when a friend 
IS making a visit, which mav be brought 
to a close at any time. For there is no 
knowing when an officer of the law 
may appear with documents showing 
that the government, alias William the 
Blonde, has not been pleased with some 
written or spoken discussion of German 
militarism or German justice. 

Last year Uehknecht spent four 
montlis in a prison in the outskirts of 
Berlin for “forgetting to conceal the 
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